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SchlechtriemBrothers is pleased to present the first solo exhibition of the 
works of Edgar Leciejewski. The show features eight of the eighteen photo-
graphic works in the series “ghosts and flowers” the artist created in 2010. 
Each of the large-format works is a unique print; in addition, a portfolio 
measuring 68.5 x 59 x 9.5 cm (30 x 23 x 3.75 in) has been produced in an 
edition of five. A catalogue documenting the entire series will be published 
in the spring.

Edgar Leciejewski’s series “ghosts and flowers” is based on photographs of 
New York streets the artist found on Google’s Street View service. Google Inc. 
sends vehicles equipped with cameras through streets all over the world to 
take photographs it then makes available online. Inevitably, this technique 
produces images that show not just streets, greenery, and buildings, but also 
those who move through these settings: cars, birds, rats, and of course people. 
The latter are what Leciejewski is after. In 2010, he spent half a year in New 
York, and regarding the city through the nonjudgmental eyes of Google Street 
View, an unblinking gaze that is at once indifferent and unrestrained, in a 
certain way replicates the artist’s own status as an observer. In Google Street 
View, every voyeur has met his master.



With few exceptions that are due to technological intricacies, Street View 
blurs — that is to say, renders unrecognizable — all human faces, turning pas-
sersby into anonymous representatives: prototypes or symbols. Leciejewski 
takes screenshots of motifs he finds sufficiently sculptural, proto-typical, and 
expressive, selects details, defines the degree of sharpness, and cleans up the 
images. The people in these pictures —Google probably regards them as an 
inconvenient by-catch — come to stand in for the city and the artist’s own 
projections.
The finished pictures measure 1.7 x 1.5 m (67 x 59 in), a monumental format 
that turns the low quality of the original material into an asset by lending 
the motifs a painterly quality that gives them new significance. And, as 
Leciejewski notes, “in the pictures it is always summer.”

Edgar Leciejewski studied at the Academy of Visual Arts (Hochschule 
für Grafik und Buchkunst), Leipzig, where he was taught by Timm Rautert, 
Christopher Muller, and Peter Piller. Since 2008, he has shown his work at 
galleries in Germany and abroad. The Munich Stadtmuseum will present 
Leciejewski’s first solo exhibition at a museum in May. Over the course of 
2011, he will also participate in group exhibitions at the Witte de With, 
Rotterdam, and at the Museum der bildenden Künste, Leipzig.

On the evening of January 14, the television station arte will broadcast
a small portrait of the artist and a preview of the exhibition as part of its 
“arte journal” series.
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portfolio ghosts and flowers NYC 2011
18 color-prints, each 58 x 50 cm mounted in passe-partout (68 x 58 cm),
cover sheet and title sheet, inkjet-print on laid paper, each 68 x 58 cm
linen cloth bound portfoilio  68.5 x 59 x 9.5 cm (30 x 23 x 3.75 in)
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LECIEJEWSKI

Ghostbusting the Image Machine

Kito Nedo

The photographic world of the online
service Google Street View is a peculiar
place. The camera vehicles that roam the
streets on behalf of the search engine
corporation usually fan out on sunny days
and at times when the streets they capture
tend to be deserted, and so they produce a
different picture of urban life.
When people nonetheless make it into the
shots, an image recognition software erases
their faces, just as it renders the number
plates of cars illegible. In Germany, many
residents have also exercised their right,
guaranteed by privacy protection laws, to
have their homes blurred by digital fog.
The result is an incredible large and surreal
collection of images that are at once blurry
and rich in detail, a snap-frozen present that
has for some time held a magical allure,
inspiring the work especially of younger
artists. One of them is the photographer
Edgar Leciejewski, who was born in 1977
and currently lives in Leipzig.
In his first solo exhibition at Schlechtriem
Brothers, the artist, who graduated from the
Leipzig Academy of Visual Arts in 2009,
presents eight out of eighteen large-format
pictures contained in the series “Ghosts and
Flowers,” created in 2010.
The photographs are based on New York
streetscapes the artist found on Google
Street View. They show people blurred into
anonymity as they move through the streets
of Harlem, Brooklyn, Manhattan, and
Queens—places Leciejewski roamed during
a six-month study visit to the American
metropolis.
The quality of the images indicates their
digital origins: they are strangely lacking in

clear contours, the colors blend into one
another. Where individual digital tiles abut,
slight displacements appear—cracks and
invisible edges that crisscross the pictures.
The faces appear shrouded in fog, and here
and there the Google watermark with which
the corporation brands its images shows
through—Leciejewski has not effaced all
impurities in the process of digital post-
production.
Where the photographers of classical
American street photography were
determined to put the human being at the
center of their visual practice, Leciejewski
chooses a different path. Since Google
Street View is primarily interested in
buildings and streets—people are felt to be a
nuisance—the artist turns the medium
against its original intention.
The results look like ghost stories that have
floated up from the depths of the Internet.
Some time ago, in the 1990s, Nicholas
Negroponte said that the encounter between
the computer and art brings out “mostly the
negative aspects of each side.” That has long
ceased to be true.
Galerie Schlechtriem Brothers, Rosa-
Luxemburg-Straße 27 (Berlin-Mitte). Until
February 26, Wed–Sat, 12noon-6pm. A
catalogue is being prepared.
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